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MAUI AIDS FOUNDATICN
871-AIDS
(871-2437)

This brochura was developed and pro-

" duced by Student Educalors Against AIDS3,
a program of the University ol Hawaii at
Manoa Student Heallh Servica. Funded by
Hawail State Department of Heallth.

Do 44501 TTD STUDENTS OF Dol UNVERSITY OF bAWAn &1 innd
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Azl TV L5

HIV AMONG HAWAII'S PEOPLE

Ofentimes, Hawaii is left oul and lorgolien by lhe
continental United Slales. Separaling ourselves from
the Mainland becomes really easy al times, especially
when dealing with subjects we'd rather not address
like AIDS or HIV. Most of what is published loday on
HIV/IAIDS is geared loward people on the Mainland.
Therelore, the impact of HIV and AIDS on Hawaii's
people, especially Asian and Pacilic Islander commu-
nities, is loo often minimized.

We may not see familiar faces of those around us who
are sick and in need of our help. And so we think lo
ourselves thal this disease doesn'l affect “us™—only
“them.” Unfortunalely, the number of reported AIDS
cases among people in Hawaii conlinues 1o rise, and
we will mora than likely be confronting the disease
among our loved cnes.

There are also many “hidden™ people in Hawaii, living
with HIV infection. The cullural aspect ol “shame”
regulates much of people’s attiludes, aclions and
behaviors, and assists in this process. Some people
are infected without knowing it, because they have nol
been tested or have nol yet developed delectable
anlibodies lo the virus. Others don't lell anyone they're
infected because they lear thal they will be discrimi-
nated against, labelled as “one of those people,” and
rejected by their family and friends.

Itis important to support your family members, friends,
and fellow human beings who are experiencing a
serious iliness like AIDS. Al no other time are they
more in need of your caring. The only shame is when
wa fail to do this.
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