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The Native English Language Program (NELP)is
for students who have already learned the basics of
English communication and who now want to maintain
and improve their current level of English while
learning to communicate their ideas, thoughts, feelings
and opinions more accurately and effectively in
English.

From my experience studying abroad, I think
that the Japanese are really good at grammar and
reading English materials. However, we do indeed
have a relative lack of listening skills and a dramatic
lack of speaking skills. At Seattle University, we had
great discussions or debates during class, which was
totally different from the classes in Japanese
universities. At first I hesitated to speak up during
class, even though I had something to say or I
wanted to express what I felt. Gradually, I
recognized my hesitancy was not only due to a lack
of English skills, but also due to the fact that I was
not that accustomed to speaking up in English. So,
what I believe you can and should do is brush up on
your English speaking skills and at least have the

courage to speak up in English if you want to
communicate with native English speakers. English
is not a goal in itself, but a tool for communication: in
this sense, using English as a tool to research,
discuss and present is very important.
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